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If Only 
Only can be placed after if and indicates hope, a wish or regret according to the tense used with it.

	If only   +   present tense/will 


 

                                     It expresses hope

Examples:

If only he comes in time = We hope he will come

If only he will listen to her =We hope he will be willing to listen

If only + past /past perfect express regret (It has the same meaning as wish + past or past perfect)

Examples:

If only he didn’t drive so fast =We wish he didn’t drive so fast or we are sorry he drives so fast.

If only you hadn’t said “Liar” (We wish you hadn’t said “liar” or we are sorry you said “liar”) 

	
	Exercises


Now, look at these conditional sentences type 3. Rewrite them using “if only”

1. If he had taken his mother’s advice, he would be a rich man now. If only_____________________________________________

2. If the transmitter had been working, we could have sent an S.O.S. If only________________________________________________

3. If only you had left that wasp alone, it wouldn’t have stung you . If only________________________________________________

4. We might have had lobster for lunch if the cat hadn’t stolen it . If only ________________________________________________

5. If the tape-recorder hadn’t made such a noise, we would have listened to the conversation. If only________________________

6. If I had known he was a murderer, I would have gone to the police. If only______________________________________________

7. If you had obeyed my orders, none of this would have happened. If only________________________________________________

8. As he was not wearing his lifebelt, he got drowned. If only________________________________________________

